Wound healing and infection in pretibial lacerations.
Eighty-eight patients with pretibial lacerations were entered into a study to analyze bacteriological and wound-healing profiles. Fifty-four patients were followed to complete wound healing. A complete photographic record of wounds from time of presentation to healing was available for analysis in 49 of these patients. Staphylococcus aureus was the most common pathogen, but the correlation between clinical wound infection and growth of pathogenic bacteria was poor. Flucloxacillin alone was found to be significantly more effective in controlling wound infection than in combination with metronidazole. Computerized image analysis of the photographic records was performed. There was no significant difference in the healing times of the various classic surgical wound types, and image analysis confirmed that the rates of wound healing were generally similar in all the types of pretibial wounds.